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About the Department of Governance and Development Studies 

(GaDS) and PJGD 

The Department of Governance and Development Studies (GaDS) is one of the founding departments 

of Jimma University, established in September 2007. Since September 2014, it has operated as a 

constituent unit of the College of Law and Governance. Since its inception, the GaDS Department has 

played a crucial role in transforming society and strengthening government institutions by training 

professionals in the fields of development and governance. At GaDS, we currently offer three master’s 

programs: (i) Governance and Development, (ii) Development Management, and (iii) Peace and 

Conflict Studies. In line with Jimma University’s mission as a research-intensive institution, the 

department is also developing additional graduate programs, including a PhD program. 

The Post-Graduate Program of the Department articulates its vision as follows: “The Master of 

Arts Program in Governance and Development Studies (GaDS) establishes a dynamic and strategic 

approach to delivering an interdisciplinary, advanced, research-driven, and practical education that 

addresses contemporary issues in both national and international governance and development.” 

This vision aligns with that of Jimma University, which “aspires to be recognized as one of the 

premier universities in Africa and esteemed globally by 2025.” 

In alignment with the visions articulated by GaDS and Jimma University, the Center for the 

PanAfrican Journal of Governance and Development (PJGD) has been established to provide a 

platform for the expression of innovative scientific inquiries. This initiative invites intellectuals, 

academicians, and scholars from around the globe, with a particular focus on Africa and Ethiopia, 

to engage in discussions on enhancing and consolidating governance and development. The 

journal embraces a multi-, inter-, and trans-disciplinary approach, encompassing a wide range of 

disciplines including political science, governance, development, leadership, national and 

international law, globalization, human rights, economics, environmental science, public policy, 

international relations, international organizations, gender studies, peace and conflict 

management, international political economy, multiculturalism, civil society, and other related 

fields. 
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Full-Time Staff Profile of the Department of Governance and Development 

Studies  

S.N. Faculty Members Qualifications 

1.  
Amanuel Seifu Lecturer, MA in Peace and conflict Studies, BA in Governance 

and Lecturer, Development Studies 

2.  
Bayew Amare MA in Peace and conflict Studies, BA in Governance and 

Development Studies 

3.  
Bisrat Gebru Assistant Professor, MA in Development Studies, BA in 

Political Science & International Relations 

4.  
Damena Tolesa Lecturer, MA in Governance & Development Studies, BA in 

Governance & Development 

5.  
Degife Egato Lecturer, MA in Foreign policy and Diplomacy, BA in 

Governance and Development Studies 

6.  

Fikadu T. Ayanie  Assistant Professor, Ph.D. Candidate, Joint European Masters 

in Comparative Development, MA in Development Studies, 

BA in Political Science & International Relations 

7.  Gemechu Fikadu Lecturer, MA in Governance & Development, LLB in Law 

8.  

Girma Defere Assistant Professor, Ph.D. in Environmental Sustainability, 

MA in Public Management, MA in Rural Development, BA in 

Political Science & International Relations 

9.  
Idris Yeba Assistant Professor, PhD in International Relations, MA in 

International Relations, BA in Political Science & IR 

10.  
Maru Mathewos Lecturer, MA in Peace and Security Studies, BA in Civics and 

Ethical Studies 

11.  
Medina Kedir Lecturer, MA in Peace and Conflict Studies, BA in Governance 

and Development Studies 

12.  
Mekdes Worku Lecturer, MA n Governance & Development Studies, BA in 

Governance & Development Studies 

13.  Mery Kapito Lecturer, MA in Governance & Development, BA in History 

14.  

Rahel Assefa Assistant Professor, PhD in Political and Social Sciences, MA 

in Development Evaluation and Management, MA in 

Governance and Development Studies, BA in Governance & 

Development Studies 

15.  
Siyum Adugna Assistant Professor, Ph.D. Candidate, MA in Development 

Studies, MA in Philosophy, BA in Philosophy 

16.  
Tidenek Jemal Lecturer, MA in Governance and Development Studies, BA in 

Geography and Environment 

17.  Wasihun Altaseb Lecturer, MA in Development Studies, BA in Civics & Ethics 
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